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Myersville Elementary School first-graders, from left, Clarke
Cheairs, Grant Baker and Carson Vaulx peer into a cage holding
albino and fancy mice raised by Middletown High School student
Shannon Drum. The mice were on display as part of Middletown
High School’s Future Farmers of America Agriculture Day on
Monday morning in Middletown.
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Event draws 550 participants, offers farming lessons
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By Ike Wilson

MIDDLETOWN -- Rick White tried to link as many
young people as he could to farm life Monday at
Middletown High School's annual Ag Day.

White joined 550 participants, including parents, FFA
members and teachers, at the event, held to instill an
appreciation for agriculture in students.

"We do this to educate students about the food and
fiber industry," Sarah Shriner, agriculture educator at
Middletown High School, said. "As more families
become further separated from the farm, they lose
touch with agriculture and where their food comes
from. It is important for all of us to have an
understanding and appreciation for what we put into
our bodies. If you eat or wear clothes, you should
support agriculture."

The half-day agriculture event offered agricultural
learning opportunities for students from Middletown,
Myersville and Wolfsville elementary schools. First-
graders and their FFA tour guides visited one of eight
stations for a stamp on their agriculture "passports"
as they learned about farm animals, tractors, baling hay, planting flowers and spinning wool.

"Years ago, when I was told there were people who had no idea where their food comes from, I couldn't
believe it," White said. "Now I know. There are people who were never exposed to any farming in their
entire lives, so it's great to introduce agriculture to kids. Who knows -- we might get some farmers out of
this as well."

FFA member Cyrus Aylor fielded a number of questions from students about "Hector," his black Spanish
turkey.

"I found him on Craigslist and bought him from a family in Thurmont," 14-year-old Cyrus said. "I had a hen
who was lonely on the farm and wanted to find a friend to breed. Now I have four offsprings from Hector."

Elaine Lowman, a Middletown High School senior and FFA member, has worked at the event for four years.

"I do it because I like to teach kids about agriculture," Lowman said. "Kids learn the most using hands-on
activities, and I want to be an ag teacher."

Farm life used to be a routine activity for adults growing up in Frederick County. Not anymore, said
Myersville resident Theresa Rosser, who was at the event with Colby, her 7-year-old son.

"I like this (ag day) because the FFA is not a video game. It is farm life up close and personal for these
kids," Rosser said.

FFA aims to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential in leadership,
personal growth and careers through agricultural education.
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FFA member Whitney Wastler, a Middletown High School sophomore, was showing off her bull calf, born May
1.

"This event lets the kids know where their food comes from, the equipment that is used on the farm and
what the animals look like in different stages," Wastler said.

White, who was operating a miniature tractor pull sponsored by the Central Maryland Antique Tractors
Association, expressed sympathy for the people in Joplin, Mo., who were reeling from a tornado that
destroyed homes and farms Sunday.

"That part of the country is the largest part of U.S. agriculture," White said. "Today, they have no water, no
food, and I feel for them," White said.

Please send comments to webmaster or contact us at 301-662-1177.
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